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not fail to take their places, each in the Canoe of his
parents or friends. For to come all together in one
vessel would have been impossible, as they have no
other boats or shallops than their bark canoes, which
are very small. But when it came to separating the
children from their mothers, the extraordinary ten-
derness which the Savage women have for their chil-
dren stopped all proceedings, and nearly smothered
our project in its birth. One worthy youth, named
Satouta, clung to the Father, promising to remain
with him and even to go to France, if it were desired.
This youth alone was faithful, persevering in the
midst of the greatest trials in his determination to
be instructed and to remain [179] with us. When
the Father reached the three Rivers, where we had
long been expecting him with the twelve little Hu-
rons, who they had sent us word were coming, we
were much surprised when we saw him with a single
lad, already nearly grown. We did not lose courage
on account of this first difficulty; we had recourse to
God and to men. All the French, on their side, en-
deavor to get some young Hurons who had come
down with their relatives. Monsieur the Comman-
dant kindly uses his influence to this end, as I wrote
in my last Relation. Sieur Nicolet and the other
Interpreters do what they can; they address now one
Savage, now another; presents are made, Father
Daniel begs and conjures the children to remain, and
their parents to give them permission to do so. Some
were influenced in this way; but if they were with
us in the morning, in the evening they were gone.
Finally, as these tribes are accustomed to hold an as-
sembly or council with our French before returning
to their own country, Monsieur the Commandant had



